An open letter to past members of Mexico Outreach (Mexicali) teams with Solid Rock Youth (Grace Lutheran Church), and to their friends and families
Dear Mexicali Participant:


We are extremely proud of what Mexico Outreach and the whole Mexicali experience has meant to the many people who have participated since our first trip in 1989, and we have been blessed at Grace Lutheran Church by the impact that the program has had on our church. Our entire youth program has grown out of that experience, and that has had a tremendous impact on Grace Lutheran Church.


We are nearing a very special milestone in this program; the 2008 team will be our twentieth…how time flies! We want very much to observe that as fully as we can, and we hope to have a lot of participation from previous team members. There are no details in place yet, and we are trying to determine what would be the best way to do this. We hope to have a great reunion, inviting everyone who has ever been a part of a Mexicali team with us. 


A couple of possibilities that we are considering are the weekend following the return from Mexicali for the 2008 team, which is our traditional Mexicali Team Reunion weekend (yes, it still happens at the Phillips’ house in Lockwood every year!), or sometime during the summer of 2008. We recognize that travel tends to be easier for a lot of people during summer, but we also recognize that people who are still in the area are more likely to be away on vacation during the summer. 

The first thing we need to do if we are to make this reunion the kind of success that we would like, is to make contact with everyone who has been part of a Mexicali team. This is where you come in; we are going to need a lot of help compiling a mailing/telephone list, as well as a current e-mail list. What we are hoping is that everyone that we reach with this e-mail will do a couple of things for us…


1. E-mail back right away to confirm that you got this; that way we know who we have reached so far.


2. E-mail us back as soon as possible with any contact information that you might have for anyone who has been to Mexicali with us; this especially applies if you’re a parent or friend of a participant that we don’t have contact info for.


3. Forward this e-mail to anyone who was part of a Mexicali team but isn’t on the addressee list.


4. Check the new Solid Rock Youth website, solidrockyouth.info , as soon as possible, navigate through the Mexico Outreach information, and find the composite Mexicali Team Roster; look it over and see if any names are missing or any of the years of participation are incorrect.


We really appreciate your willingness to help with this. It is our intention to include as many of you as possible in the reunion, and we certainly hope to at least hear from everybody. We understand that not everyone will be able to attend no matter when we schedule this event, but we hope to have everyone participate at least through e-mails, maybe some shared photos, and certainly a lot of shared memories.


Get in touch soon, and often. We’re really excited about this project, especially for the opportunity to get all of us in some sort of contact with each other. I hope that this letter finds you well, and look forward to hearing from you. May God continue to bless you richly.

David Phillips 
